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of the whole number of votes cast for secretary of state at the last 
preceding general election. 

A majority of the electors voting on the measure is required to 
enact any initiated measure or repeal an act of the legislature, but 
at least one-third of the electors voting at the election must sanction 
such approval or repeal. Constitutional amendments require for 
adoption the approval of a majority of the electors voting at the 
election. Initiated laws are not subject to the governor's veto, 
but are subject to repeal and amendment by the legislature as are 
other statutes. 

The Oregon provision that the filing of a referendum petition upon 
any law passed by the legislature holds such law in abeyance until 
its approval by the people, has not been followed. The filing of a 
referendum petition against any act does not affect its validity until 
it is disapproved by the people. Appropriation measures are not 
subject to referendum. In attempting to preclude fraudulent petitions, 
the proposed amendment prescribes in detail the form petitions 
must take. The text of all measures must be published for twelve 
consecutive weeks prior to the election as constitutional amend- 
ments are now published. This proposed amendment will become 
a part of the constitution of Wyoming if it is approved by a 
majority of the electors at the next general election. 

S. Gale Lowrie. 

Initiative and Referendum Municipal Legislation. The 

California legislature, at the session just closed, granted initiative 
and referendum powers to the voters of municipalities. Ordinances 
may be initiated by filing with the clerk a draft of the measure, 
accompanied by a proper petition. If the petition contains a number 
of signatures equal to twenty-five percent of the votes cast at the 
last general municipal election and is accompanied by a request 
for a special election on the question, the council must pass the measure 
without alteration or submit it at a special election held within thirty 
days. Special elections must not be held at intervals of less than 
six months. A petition signed by ten per centum of the legal voters 
is sufficient to refer an initiated ordinance at the next general municipal 
election. 

The legislature has incorporated into this law a provision not 
found in other initiative and referendum measures, i. e., the city 
council is given the power to propose amendments to any initiated 
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ordinances. The proposed ordinance, with its amendment, is placed 
upon the ballot, and the people are given the option of accepting 
the ordinance with or without the amendment, or of rejecting both. 
This is a modification of the plan, followed in the Maine constitution 
and in Switzerland, of allowing the legislature to suggest measures 
competing with those initiated by the people. It is an attempt to 
obviate the criticism frequently directed against initiated measures 
that they are crudely constructed, but it is open to the objection 
that it may complicate the issue before the people. The operation 
of this provision will be watched with considerable interest. 

Measures adopted by the electors are subject to amendment or 
repeal only by a vote of the electors unless it is otherwise provided 
in the measure itself. Those filing initiated ordinances may at that 
time present a written argument of not more than three hundred 
words in favor of the ordinance. This argument, together with any 
filed by the council in opposition, is to be printed on the sample 
ballot. If conflicting measures are approved by the people at the 
same election, the one receiving the highest affirmative vote shall 
control. 

No ordinance granting a franchise may go into effect before thirty 
days after its passage nor may any other ordinances except those 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety 
and which contain a statement of their urgency and are passed by 
a four-fifths vote. If during this time a petition signed by twenty- 
five percent of the voters is filed against the passage of the ordinance, 
its operation shall be suspended. Such an ordinance must be repealed 
by the council or referred to the voters at a general or special election, 
and must not go into effect unless approved by a majority of the 
electors voting upon it. The council may of its own motion refer 
measures to the people. S. Gale Lowrie. 

Labor Legislation Pending — Rhode Island. The trend of 
labor legislation at this 1911 session follows the distinct line of pro- 
viding compensation for employees for personal injuries received 
in the course of their employment. Although the greater number 
of these bills are modeled upon the tentative draft of the uniform 
workingmen's compensation act, that measure which seems most 
likely to become law at this session is a resolution providing for a 
commission on industrial accidents. It has already passed the 
senate in substitute form providing for a commission to be appointed 



